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Blg Rams on the Move

On Saturday June 28th we stocked Colpoys Creek in
several areas. Some under the Bruce rd 9 bridge as
well as above and below the Kribs walking bridge in
the Colpoys Bay Village. Ten hatchery volunteers netted,
transported, bucketed and released approximately
1900 large rainbow trout. The trout were the biggest we
had ever stocked as they had been with us from egg to
release over the last 14 months. They were the last of
the 2024 spring group reared by the hatchery. See the
stocking pictures provided with rainbows in the creek
facing upstream.
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Afterwards the group cleaned the 30 ft tank and moved this
year’s group of recently hatched rainbows into the first stage
tanks from their trays. They are moving from the alevin
stage to feeding on their own.

Note: The first stage of a trout after hatching from its egg is
called the alevin stage. Alevins are newly hatched trout that
still have a yolk sac attached to their bodies. This yolk sac
provides them with nourishment until they are able to start
feeding on their own
Yes the volunteers make it happen. Great to see new
volunteers all the time. Please contact me if you would like
to help us with our hatchery stocking duties.

by Scott (Sy) Seibert
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2025 Archery Season

Wow! The summer has flown by.

The BPSA archery program has been very busy this year welcoming back
our seasoned return archery, lots of new families, and some occasional
visitors. Our range was always full Tuesday evenings! | would like to thank

all involved for coming out and continuing to support this program.

Also, in July, Al Hunter and | hosted a ladies afternoon shoot. Lots of fun. 9

visitors were given a brief talk about the BPSA, a lesson on archery, (lemon
squares for a treat) and then out to the range to launch some arrows. Great
afternoon with some fun ladies!

We’ll be wrapping up this season with an afternoon of games and prizes on
September 14, 1:00 to about 3:00.

Thank you to Wolf for giving us a hand when there was no baseball
practice. | would like to acknowledge and thank Charles and Dan Robertson
for always beening there for me, setting up and putting things away, for
range calls and helping the kids find arrows. A BIG heartfelt thank you.

Brenda McLean




BPSA Volunteers Help set up Specta Tent

As they have done for over twenty years, BPSA volunteers
played a big role in getting this years Owen Sound Salmon
Spectacular under way.

Before rod tips were twitching and anglers were shouting
“FISH ON,” came the work of setting up the giant tent that
would eventually see nearly 60-thousand people take part
in this fishing celebration.

As in the past, this year’s tent raising effort was an
example of excellent community volunteerism. More
than 120 folks who care about our sports fishery and
conservation, converged on the Georgian Shores Marina
site, to create the headquarters for the 37th Owen Sound

Salmon Spectacular Fishing [_’erby and Festi\{al. This was structure use in the past. Gebert told regional media “the
the largest volunteer turnout in the derby’s history. tent went up well, with no major issues.”

This time it was a new structure to deal with, but it went up More than $175,000 in prizes were handed out at the

in just three hours. ) ) Spectac including 65 boats and 30 canoes. The derby ran
There was the unloading and unravelling of the roof ten days until noon on August 30

sections. The lacing together of the roof and side tarps. And

Geberdt and a rep from the company explained the
different methods to be used compared to the 300-foot

the installing and securing of poles of various sizes to keep
the tent up. At its highest it peaked at 36 feet or 11 metres.

The volunteers included twenty-five members of the
Bruce Peninsula Sportsmen’s Association (BPSA) which for
decades have done heavy lifting for the derby sponsors,
the Sydenham Sportsmen (SSA) who stage this fishing
party. Other volunteers included anglers who support the
SSA's fish stocking. Many were reps from the hundreds of
sponsoring companies that back this annual celebration,
often referred to as “The Largest Event of the Year in Grey-
Bruce.”

Derby Co-Chair Chris Geberdt took time out to remind the
volunteers that this can be a dangerous process and to be
extremely careful.

There was one accident when a tent raiser was gashed by
a big pole.

This was a new tent this year supplied by Raymond Brothers
Tent Rentals.






2025 Owen Sound Salmon Spectacular Fishing Derby winner Terry
Kirkland of Allenford won top salmon honours with his 25.57 pound

salmon.

Other winners :
Andrew Dimis - Top Rainbow Trout 10.88 Ibs
Daniel Burdz - Top Brown Trout 8.5 Ibs

4500 anglers took part. Derby co-chair Geberdt
commented to the Owen Sound Sun Times: “it was a
good 10 days of fishing and fun, even though overall
catch numbers were down.” “It’s been excellent,” he
said

He said poor weather, rough waters and a deep
thermocline — a distinct, relatively thin layer of water
where the temperature changes rapidly with depth,
separating warmer surface water from cooler deep
water — were likely to blame for a drop-off from
banner catch numbers in 2024. The Owen Sound
Salmon Spectacular pumps an estimated 2.8 million
dollars a year into the Grey-Bruce economy. This year,
two beautiful Canadian flags adorned the tent roof.
Congrats to organizers, volunteers and sponsors! Well
Done!

Tim Colborne with his 23.93 pound laker topped the laker by Stu Paterson - Paterson Media

category.

Guest speaker Bruce Trail Conservancy

Our guest speaker at the June 26/25 general meeting was Brian Popelier,
ecologist and Land Steward Coordinator for the Bruce Trail Conservancy.
Brian oversees a large number of BTC properties extending from the
Beaver Valley to Tobermory.There are 200 volunteer stewards monitoring
plants,invasive species,species at risk and the ecosystem in general on
Conservancy managed lands.

Brian touched on programs involving extensive planting of native
plant species and creation of deep forests and open grassland
meadows,important to specific animal and bird species and a healthy
environment.

There is a continuing effort to enhance wildlife corridors.Brian specified
a recent such project on the shoreline near Hope Bay.

The presentation concluded with Q&A and discussion regarding: Dutch
EIm disease (with us forever), Emerald Ash borer (no end in sight) and
anticipation of northward spread of the Spotted lantern fly (affects
soybeans, grapes, stone fruits and 170 other plants)

By Eric Barker



2025 Wiarton Homecoming a Great Success

The BPSA once again sponsored the “Kids Fish Tank” at the
Wiarton Homecoming,Civic Holiday weekend.

Dennis Morton headlined the committee of volunteers
including Wayne & Annette Musselman, Bill Nafziger,
Charlie and Dan Robertson,Stu and Nancy Patterson,

Kat McCulloch, Eric Barker and grand children Adair and
Desmond.

The Great Canadian Dollar Store was very generous with
support for prizes including enough left over for future
events.

With beautiful weather the day by the bay was excellent,
punctuated with squeals of delight from toddlers and
preteens alike as the “fish” were fought and landed.

A good time had by all and excellent PR for the club.

by Eric Barker







