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Kids Fishing Day a Big Hit

JUNE 2025

bpsportsmen@gmail.com

Next meeting June 26th.   Address: 611 North Acres Road, Wiarton   bpsportsmen.com 

Another successful Kid’s Fishing Day was held on Sunday, June 
1st at the Bruce Peninsula Sportsmen’s Club with 50 excited 
junior anglers vying for the big catch.  Everyone with baited breath 
and hook cast their line waiting for a bite.  Under cloudy skies 
many fish were hooked, netted and released back into the pond.  
The largest catch of the day was 24 inches.
After the fishing equipment was safely stowed away hot dogs, 
chips and drinks were served prior to the draw for prizes where 
everyone left with something.
The ‘new to the club” BBQ manned Ian Sutter and James 
Thompson under the supervision on President Carl Jones got a 
good workout and thumbs up.  
Ian and James also took the lead in the draw for prizes.  Thanks 
Ian and James for a job well done.
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Special thanks to OFAH; Bayshore Country Feeds; Chris Scott, 
Rockridge Contracting; Laura Lisk, Realtor with Expo Realty; 
Forbes Sand and Gravel Ltd.; Willie’s Sports and More and all the 
local businesses and members who donated to put smiles on the 
kid’s faces.
Also, thanks to all the club members who helped make this 
Youth Event a success.
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Thanks for helping on Property Clean up
On Saturday May 31st the BPSA held a property clean up 
day. It was well attended with 21 members showing up to 
tackle various tasks. 
Projects completed were; tree trimming/cutting/chipping, 
weed eating in preparation for kids fishing day, installation 
of the aerator arm in the pond, pulling of old posts along 
driveway, weatherproofing of crawlspace doors and 
reattaching the rails back onto the fence in the field. 
A big thank you from all members to everyone who came 
out to help. And a special thanks to Al Sutter for bringing 
his excavator and Brian and Carol Porter for chipping all the 
brush.

by Chris Thompson
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THE LAKE HURON FISHERY

What is the state of the Lake Huron Sports Fishery? We had 
a discussion on that question at a recent Bruce Peninsula 
Sportsmen’s Association meeting, a group that stocks fish 
into these waters. MNR staff Dave Gonder and Ron Green 
provided answers.

They traded notes with BPSA Hatchery Manager Al Sutter.

In their presentation to club members, they explained that 
Lake Huron (including Georgian Bay) is the 3rd largest 
lake in the world. They related how Huron has seen major 
changes in recent decades due to invasives. 

Alewife and Smelt invaded alongside the Sea Lamprey post 
1920 and dramatically changed the ecosystem. Lamprey 
decimated large-bodied fish species.

BPSA May Guest Speakers
Our Bruce Peninsula Sportsmen’s Association has been stocking fish for the sports fishery for nearly sixty years. We 
never stop trying to improve how we do it. We keep working to improve the survival rate of fish we stock. So we invited two 
experts to join us to update us on the Great Lakes Fishery. And hopefully give us some hints on how we can do a better 
job.

Biologist David Gonder has spent most of his career working on Lake Huron at the Ontario Ministry of Natural 
Resources Upper Great Lakes Management Unit. The Unit’s Resource Management Supervisor since 2014, he and his 
team lead fisheries management planning on both Lake Huron and Lake Superior. This includes work with stakeholders 
and includes species specific management and rehabilitation plans. 

Ron Green is a biologist with the Upper Great Lakes Management Unit in Owen Sound with over a decade 
of experience working on fisheries programs on multiple Great Lakes and tributaries. He specializes in salmonid 
management and has been involved with Atlantic Salmon restoration on Lake Ontario, various fishery programs on Lake 
Huron and most recently, a large-scale assessment of the migratory Rainbow Trout population on the Saugeen River.
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Invasive bottom 
feeding mussels 
took over feeding 
on and removing 
tiny nutrients that 
negatively affected 
the food chain 
which reduced prey 
species abundances, 
particularly Alewife.

Round gobies from ships ballast water, love eating mussels. 
The numbers of mussels and gobies i these waters are likely 
in the trillions in Huron.

Our guest speakers, who 
specialise in assessing 
Great Lakes fish 
populations, concluded 
“in spite of challenges 
from invasives, Huron 
populations of lake trout, 
chinook salmon, walleye 
and rainbow trout are 
mostly stable since 2015.” 

Asked about ways of improving the survival rate of stocked 
brown trout, they said “grow them bigger before release 
and try stocking at night when cormorants are sleeping.” 
Research by the State of Michigan shows nearshore baitfish 
schools previously allowed freshly stocked Brown Trout 
to hide amongst the bait, these dense schools of bait 
also used to provide alternate prey for predators such as 
Cormorants. This no longer occurs with less prey species 
nearshore, making stocked Brown Trout more vulnerable 
upon release.
They did note “a decline in the prey community” which 
means there is less food in the lakes food chain which will 
be a major challenge in the future. 
The bottom line - in their words “things are going well...in 
our Grey-Bruce region we have the most popular open water 
recreational fishing in Ontario and fish stocking clubs are 
helping as is stocking by the MNR...salmon and trout are the 
most frequently targeted fish.”

BPSA President Carl Jones thanked the MNR folks calling 
their presentation helpful, timely and informative.

by Stu Paterson
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On Sunday, June 1st., 12 participants from the 2025 six 
(6) week Youth Firearm Safety Program descended on the 
North Grey Bruce Rod and Gun Club range (NGBRGC) on 
road 17. Each year, as part of the BPSA Youth Program, 
attendees have been invited to try their hand at trap and 
skeet shooting.
  Right size .410 and 20 gauge shotguns and ammunition 
are provided by the Members present and each youth is 
partnered with a mentor/safety officer on a one to one 
basis.
  A great time was had by all present and the young 
shooters cheered each other on and some respectable 
scores were logged.
  Many thanks go out to the North Grey Bruce Rod and 
Gun Club who make their range available every year for 
this event and to all the BPSA and NGBRGC Members who 
make this annual event such a great success.

by Al Hunter

Youth Firearms Safety Trap Shoot
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The 300-member Bruce Peninsula Sportsmen’s Association 
(BPSA) has been described as being “good for our 
community.” The praise came at the annual general meeting 
of the Wiarton & District Chamber of Commerce. The event 
was staged at the Evergreen Resort north west of Wiarton

Chamber President Joe Vanderzand was listing Chamber 
members that are valuable contributors to Wiarton area 
society. In his words “these are members who do good 
things and make this a better place.”

President Vanderzand 
noted that BPSA has 
become expert at recruiting 
and engaging young people 
in outdoors activities. 
He pointed to the club’s  
hatchery operation which 
involves youth in fish 
feeding, fin clipping, and 
stocking.

There’s the annual BPSA 
Kids Fishing derby which 
puts smiles on the faces 
of the young participants. 
The Chamber President 
praised BPSA for getting 
kids involved with archery, 

tree planting, invasive species removal and roadside clearing 
events.

The BPSA Youth Firearms Safety Program this year attracted 
a record number of youngsters and their parents. Last 
year, a family from as far away as Stoney Creek took part 
in this training “because no other outdoors organization in 
southern Ontario offers such a program.”

The Chamber President called BPSA “another proud Wiarton 
District Chamber member.”

Also at the annual meeting, the Chamber announced a 
Peninsula Home & Lifestyle Expo that will take place this 
year in conjunction with the annual Wiarton Homecoming 
celebration. Last year the Homecoming celebration attracted 
over 5-thousand people.

And this fall there’s the Chamber backed Hunting & Fishing 
Outdoors Show which will involve groups such as BPSA and 
will include a dinner and trade show.

by Stu Paterson - BPSA rep. with the Wiarton District 
Chamber of Commerce

High Praise for BPSA 
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  Approximately 1600 Rainbow Trout between 4 and 8 
inches were stalked below the Barrow Bay Falls  on June 
7th. Graded fish from our 20ft tank were loaded and 
transported to Barrow bay. There we met local volunteers 
who are very happy to be a part of the stocking program.     
  Thank you again to the landowners who let us cross their 
property to access the creek. There was a good flow in 
the creek and a good temperature to put the 13 month 
old Rainbow trout in. Another successful stocking that 
cannot be done without many volunteers hrs. Great to see 
the children involved. Anyone who wants to help with the 
Hatchery please call, text or email me. 		 by Sy Seibert

519 372 7914
gsseibert1963@gmail.com

Spring Stocking Rainbow Trout below Barrow Bay Falls 
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BPSA Handgun Club Rifle Competition Award
BPSA .22 Rifle Program is complete. Winners where Ed Franczek 
supported and Randy Lipskie off hand. President Al Hunter presented 
them both with a beautiful engraved rifle pens.

We had fewer rifle shooters this year however we look forward to 
seeing more participate next spring. 
See you at the range.

by Kay McCulloch

Ed Franczek shown above and Randy Lipskie 
on the left. 


