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BPSA at Wiarton Homecoming

SEPTEMBER 2024

bpsportsmen@gmail.com

Next meeting September 26th.   Address: 611 North Acres Road, Wiarton   bpsportsmen.com 

A dozen BPSA members were part of the volunteer army that contributed 
to the success of the first annual Wiarton Homecoming Weekend 
celebration. The two-day Bluewater Park festival attracted over 4-thousand 
visitors. With the Wiarton Rotary Village Fair cancelled after an 82 year 
run, Service Clubs, and community organizations such as BPSA, came 
together to create this August celebration.

Our club was “front and center” with its Fishing Pond game which was a 
big hit.
It was busy and fun for all.
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The Fish Pond display, on Loan from the Wiarton 
Rotary Club, was very popular with each child catching 
a prize after casting into the artificial pond. Parents 
paid $2.00 per child. And each one was guaranteed a 
prize.
Smiles were everywhere, evidence of the fun the kids 
were having.

BPSA President Carl Jones and Secretary-Treasurer 
Dennis Morton agreed. This BPSA community 
outreach project reminded the community that BPSA 
exists. It also showed that our club members knew 
how to have fun while introducing youngsters to 
something most of us are passionate about. That is of 
course FISHING!

BPSA was one of dozens of non-profit organizations 
and charities that got to showcase our work in the 
community, and managed to entertain the kids 
and their parents for a two days. BPSA hopes to be 
back on the job next year to take part in Wiarton 
Homecoming 2025.

by Stu Paterson

BPSA members put up most of the fencing.
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With major help from PBSA volunteers, the 300-foot Owen 
Sound Salmon Spectacular tent went up marking year 36 
for the renowned fishing festival. The giant FISHING DERBY 
FESTIVAL “the largest event of the year in Grey-Bruce” ran 
for ten days with over 55-thousand people enjoying events 
under the tent. This annual celebration is a fun fund-raiser 
supporting conservation efforts including fish stocking, 
by our neighbouring club the Sydenham Sportsmen’s 
Association (SSA).
  More than 65 volunteers, many from our Bruce Peninsula 
Sportsmen’s Association, raised the tent in under three 
hours on August 21st. It went up in record time but there 
were challenges.

Two hours into the effort, with most of the tent raised, a 
support connector that fits poles to the tent tore away from 
the tent roof.

Tent Raising Challenges - Year 36 Owen Sound Salmon Spectacular 

  The entire north section of the tent collapsed. Luckily 
those inside escaped unharmed.
  For over thirty years the BPSA group has helped at the 
Salmon Spectacular. This volunteer tent raising effort saves 
the Sydenham club about $10,000.00 a year. That’s what 
it would cost to have the structure raised professionally. In 
return BPSA gets a large supply of yearling salmon raised by 
SSA to stock in Colpoys Bay near Wiarton.
  The hard work pays off. This year events at the tent 
attracted over 55-thousand visitors. 5,000 anglers took 
part. A record 3,500 pounds of fish were weighed in.
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  Chris Geberdt said: “This derby is about having fun, 
making money to put back into the resource and being safe 
at the end of our big waterfront party.”
The 10-day derby involves 600 volunteers, 274 sponsors 
and awards more than $175,000 in prizes including 45 
boats.
 Our volunteer team returned to the site to take down the 
tent on Monday September 2nd.

by Stu Paterson

Salmon Spectacular co-chair Chris Geberdt thanked the volunteer tent raising army saying “without you we couldn’t stage 
our big festival, thank you very very much.”  He also praised the volunteers for their fast reaction to the north section 
collapse, saying we recovered safely, “you did a good job, thanks.”

Ray Hynes took top honours with his 24.8 pound chinook salmon.

Madelyn Whittle won the lake trout category with 23.64 pound 
beauty.
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Day Away Program Visit, Gateway Haven Wiarton, 
ON.
On July 11th, BPSA Members Jane Thibideau, 
Margo Doerr and Al Hunter conducted a two hour 
presentation for twenty + seniors as part of the “Day 
Away” program at Gateway Haven in Wiarton. The 
presentation covered most activities and programs 
currently running at the BPSA. Two mounted fish 
common to the Colpoy’s Bay area (Rainbow Trout 
and Lake Trout) were displayed to support a Power 
Point presentation developed by Kat McCulloch.
Considerable interest was showed by those in 
attendance and many questions were fielded. One 
resident in particular from the Toronto area advised 
of the enjoyment she received and explained that 
coming from Toronto, she had no idea of the fish 
and wildlife residing in our area.
This is the second presentation of this nature 
provided to Gateway and the presenters enjoyed the 
interchange as much as the residents.
This is just another example of the BPSA’s 
community outreach programs that benefits both 
the community and our club membership.

by Al Hunter

Gateway Haven Presentation

The 300-member Bruce Peninsula Sportsmen’s AssocIation 
has been described as being “good for our community.” The 
praise came at the annual general meeting of the Wiarton & 
District Chamber of Commerce. The event was staged at the 
Bluewater Outdoor Education Center west of Wiarton.
The Chamber President and Vice-President were listing 
Chamber members that are valuable contributors to Wiarton 
area society in their words “making this a better place.”
Addressing attendees President Laura Lisk and Vice 
President Paul Sutter noted that BPSA has become expert 
at recruiting young people to its fin clipping, fish stocking, 
archery, and tree planting events. They praised the BPSA 
Youth Firearms Safety Program which this year attracted 
youngsters and their parents from as far away as Stoney 
Creek “because no other outdoors organization in southern 
Ontario offers such a program.”
They also noted that the well run annual BPSA Kids Fishing 
Derby is a club event that area youngsters look forward to 
and appreciate.
They called BPSA “another proud Wiarton District Chamber 
member.”

by Stu Paterson

High Praise for BPSA


