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Community Living Fishing Day

On September 22nd the BPSA hosted its
annual Community Living Fishing Day at
the clubhouse pond. Both the weather and
fish cooperated for another very successful
event. To the delight of all involved some
fantastic trout were landed and great
memories were made. Several participants
took advantage of the new handicapped
platform funded by the 2024 Lures and
Lines derby.

The new sidewalk was also utilized as a
much better access to the pond area. After
a busy morning of fishing everyone received
a goody bag, hot dog lunch and beverages
to end the day. Some were already talking
about the big ones they will catch next

Special thanks to the participants, Willies
Sports and More for the worms, community
living volunteers and the BPSA members that
continue to make these events possible.

by Carl Jones










Archery Year End Fun Day

Archery season has wrapped up and | would like to thank
everyone for coming out Tuesday nights. September 29th,
we had a fun afternoon to end the season.

A huge thank you to the Thompson family (Lindsay and
Evalyn) of T.M.M. (Thompson machine and millwright) for
providing us with beautiful Archery sweatshirts for everyone
WOW what a generous gift!!

I would also like to thank Brydon Shiels for setting up and
putting away targets at the end of the night.

Lexi Hewton for mentoring some of the younger and New
participants, and Jill Curtis for help with support and range
commands.

Other gift sponsors were George Mcdougall of G.A.D.,
Princess Auto, and Watson'’s.

Brydon won top score on Sunday... he picked up a 4 person
camp kitchen set from princess Auto

Claire Gibbons won second chose a pink quiver and arm guard
from GAD

Evalyn Thompson was third in score chose a blue tumbler with
bpsa logo.

Claire, Evalyn and Beau won prizes on draw tickets.

by Brenda McLean







Vanishing Stream Tree Planting

On Sept 14 fifty-four volunteers including twelve BPSA
members and families participated in tree planting at the
Vanishing Stream site near Spragge’s Hill, Colpoys Bay. This
reforestation project of the Peninsula Bruce Trail Club is
geared to restoring a wildlife corridor along the peninsula.

Species planted included Bur and Red Oak, EIm, American
Hazelnut, Black Cherry, Sugar Maple, American Chestnut,
Hackberry and Nannyberry saplings.

Volunteer are also required to monitor the plot over the
next five years. The next planting is planned for May 24th
next year.

by Eric Barker







2024 Spring birding

Last year my nephew Jeff Hutchinson submitted an article
about Owls he caught on camera. | asked him this year if he
could submit an article. Thanks Jeff.

Kat McCulloch

A lot has changed since last year. | am fully retired now
and birding has taken its hold on me. | always thought
birders to be very passionate about their hobby, and just a
little ‘crazy’, but now | fully understand that now. Birding
has got a hold of me too! | never miss an opportunity
to travel locally and also to some great distances to
photograph and see birds.

Ontario is home to a very diverse array of birds having over
500 plus species being observed and catalogued in Ontario.
Using ebird information to find hotspots for birds has been
a huge help. Also travelling alongside local bird enthusiasts
like my brother-in-law Paul Mitro who is well educated in
everything about birds, | have been able to see many new
species and acquire valuable knowledge. To date, | am
close to 200 photographed species which is not an easy
task.

| find it difficult to pick any one bird as a favourite. There
are so many calls, songs and colours to choose from that
makes photographing birds so intriguing and exciting.
We travelled to Algonquin park this past winter to see
’ - a forest full of wonderful birds. We saw Red Crossbills,
9 | White winged Crossbills, Evening Grosbeaks, Redpolls
! - and Pine Siskins. Fortunately very soon, our local forests
. . : will fill up with Spring migrating birds which will be a
s i : great spectacle to see and | won't have to travel too far
i to see them. These include Indigo Buntings, Grosbeaks,
; Scarlet Tanagers and Orioles. Field birds will soon return
sy to the area including Bobolinks, Meadowlarks, Sparrows
and Wrens. Additionally, waterfowl and shorebirds are a
'] wonderful treat to see in our area. | could go on and on
about the Wood ducks, Northern Shovelers, American
- s Wigeons, Pipers, Egrets and Greater Yellowlegs, but that
is just too many to include as my favourite bird.




| have to mention the incredible birds of prey in
the area also. These include watching Ospreys
build their nests and Bald Eagles soaring
high in the sky. There are many hawks, owls,
merlins and kestrels in the area and if you are
really lucky, you may get to see a Golden eagle.
A winter favourite of mine has become the
Northern Harrier. It is a fast bird which hunts for
prey with exceptional sight, hearing and agility. |
have withessed one hunting a vole and picking it
up too. That was phenomenal.

Sometimes plain old fashioned luck is on your
side. For example, this past winter my nephew
Kyle contacted me and said that an owl was
hanging around his laneway at his farm. It
turned out to be a rare Short eared owl to my
delight and | spent many evenings witnessing
and photographing incredible and amazing
hunting manoeuvres under a spectacular
sun setting sky. Shortly after that fantastic
experience, Paul and | got a great tip from
another birder to visit South West of London and
saw more Short eared owls and 5-6 Harriers.
Their flying and communicating abilities made us
glad we went on a road trip. We were certainly
not disappointed.

| can now confidently tell you that | am a true bird enthusiast and am definitely in it for the long run. | love being outside in
nature and following migrating birds and of course | am still a fisherman at heart too. These are only a few of my experiences
in the field, forest and swamp and perhaps | have convinced you to take up this fun activity. It is really rewarding and worth
trying. Looking ahead, | cannot wait for more Spring arrivals and my camera and binoculars are never far from reach. If you
are already an avid birder, enjoy your season. If you are just getting started, like myself, you have a lot to look forward to.

by Jeff Hutchinson







If any of our members or family have any great articles please
submit to bpsportsmen@gmail.com
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