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Monthly BPSA minutes February 2016 
The regular monthly meeting was held on 

Thursday February 25, 2016 with 38 members 
present. The President Jim Martell asked if the 
January 2016 meeting minutes had any errors or 
omissions as posted in the News and Views Bulletin.  
A motion to adopt the minutes of the January meeting 
by Al Hunter seconded by James McKane carried. 
 
Guest Speaker –Chris Davis 

Chris and four other MNRF representatives put on a 
slide presentation of creel census for the east shore of 
Lake Huron ( Kincardine & Southhampton) and the 
west shore of Georgian Bay (Colpoy’s & Owen Sound 
Bays) for about the last 25 years. In 2015 they had 
1400 counts over 94 days that represented 160,000 
hours of angling with 153 catches. The major targeted 
species were Salmon, Rainbow and Lake Trout. The 
data shows that fishing success is currently less in 
recent years and the weight of the fish is down. 
Several members expressed their concern about the 
lack of commercial fishermen compliance to the 
Fishing Agreement. Net length and markers on nets, 
and suggested that enforcement has to be a goal of 
future agreements. 
  Ray Marklevitz asked Chris when he thought there 
would be a complete collapse of fishing in Colpoy’s 
Bay. Something must be done to reduce commercial 
fishing to make both commercial and sport fishing 
sustainable. He stated that the commercial fish catch 
has gone from 10 to 12 boxes to 1 or 2 per outing.   
  Henry White suggested that sanctuaries around the 
Colpoy,s and Oxenden creeks should be expanded and 
that all angling should be closed during the spawning 
seasons; like it was in past years Chris suggested that 
this topic should be raised at the next FMZ meeting. 
  Frank Hutter indicated that the Fairgrave decision 
back in the mid 90’s that gave priority to aboriginal 
fisherman access to commercial fishing, did however 
place conservation of fish stocks as the top priority 
and that future Agreements and Total Allowable 
Catch quotas should take this into consideration. 
  Dave Morton and Brian Allen expressed their 
concerns about commercial drag netting inside the 
fishing islands in Howdenvale and Stokes Bay that 
has wiped out the fish in these areas.   
   
New Members / Guests- Doug Murdoch 
 
Correspondence 
• The TSBP sent us a letter indicating the BPSA 

could by deeding the property over to that town we 

would not have to pay property taxes for the next 
ten years. The BPSA has been invited to the town 
office with the finance manager and deputy major 
to discuss the property taxes. The consensus of 
members present indicated that we should retain 
ownership of the property and pay the taxes. A 
major reason for this position is that the town 
representatives have in the past clearly indicated 
by their actions that they are anti shooting. The 
potential shut down of the range is completely 
unacceptable and would destroy a viable 
membership. A motion by Brian Allen seconded 
by Annette Musselman to use some of the existing 
reserves to pay the current taxes if current assets 
are inadequate and pending the out come of the 
meeting with the town will be considered at the 
next meeting carried. The club will also attempt to 
obtain grants to offset the taxes. 

 
Treasury - Mel Urbshott – February  
Roy Hamilton Memorial Severe  
Winter Deer Feeding Fund     $ 3,576                                                        
Receipts                                  $ 9,028 
Expenses                                 $ 4,580 
Ways & Means Balance         $  2,380 
A copy of the 2015 revenue $26561 and expense 
$25090 report was circulated. 
 A motion to approve the Treasurer’s report by Brian 
Allen seconded by Al Hunter carried. 

  
Membership - Forbes Symon: 
fpsymon@sympatico.ca tel 519 534 1726                                     
Memberships can be dropped of at 363 Hunter Street 
or the BDO office 663 Berford Street 
           Adults:        Family       Youth      Total      115     
Just a reminder 2016 membership dues Ault $60, 
Family $65, Youth $15 should be remitted ASAP. 
 
Committee Reports and Discussions 
 

Archery:  Donna and Paul Maginnis tel.  
519-795-7555 
The archery program is running every second Tuesday 
evening at 6pm. 
• About 30 children participated in the Family Day 

archery program and at least 2 have committed to 
continued membership 

• Donna is exploring new storage facilities. 
• Donna is working up an archery manual and 

would welcome input from other members 
 
Bulletin – David Morton   
David mailed out 36 January bulletins. There was an 
additional mailing cost of $15 due to the weight of the 
mailing.   
          



 
Web Site: Kat McCulloch –Nathan Smith      

All members are encouraged to continue 
forwarding information and pictures of club 
activities to Kat. New pictures of club activities 
should be sent to Kat at the beginning of each 
month. 
The web site has been updated to show the correct 
BPSA site location 

                
Fish Committee-Hatchery: Ray Marklevitz / Gord 
Smith 
• Bruce Mallard needs volunteers to feed the 

fish in the hatchery. If you can help, please call 
him at 519 534-1274. THIS FUNCTION IS 
REALY IMPORTANT AND WE NEED YOUR 
SUPPORT!! . You must be a BPSA member to 
do this function. 

• There are currently 35,000 Rainbow left in 
the hatchery. Fin clipping will be later in March. 
Ray will send out an E mail with details 

   
Fish Management Zones-13 Lake Huron-14 
Georgian Bay Stewardship Councils: Dennis 
Morrison n/r 

    
Handgun Club: Al Hunter 
• The normal handgun rim fire shoot days for the 

winter season are Monday and Wednesday 
evenings and center fire Wednesday afternoon. 

• Ladies shooting is alternating Sundays on the 
same days as the youth shoots, at 7 pm. 

• BPSA Shoot Out, Twin County Bounty Hunters a 
Cowboy Shoot modified for an indoor range on 
Sunday March 20 at 9:30 am. .22 or center fire 
revolvers and open sight .22 or center fire pump 
or lever action (cowboy loads only). Admission 
$15 includes lunch. See poster on board. 

• The competition shooting teams are currently 
placed 2nd and 4th. 

 
Youth Winter Programs January-April:                                                                                                           
Firearms-Rob and Krista Quesnel 519-935-2444      
      Youth about 12-15 are shooting every other 
Sunday at 1pm. As always safety is at the core of all 
shooting activities.  
 
Archery- Donna and Paul Maginnis 519-795-7555 
       Youth are shooting every other Tuesday evening 
at 6pm. 
 
Native Affairs: n/r  
 
 
 

    
O.F.A.H.:  Stu Paterson  
1 OFAH has worked hard for 

years to bring back the full 
SPRING BEAR HUNT. Now 
it is done. 

 
The Spring Bear Hunt is back 
Expansion of spring pilot project 
brings bear hunting opportunities to 
88 WMUs 
 
A generation of hunters will soon 
experience something they’ve never had the 
opportunity to do in Ontario.  
 
The Province of Ontario announced the official 
expansion of the Spring Bear Hunt pilot project on 
Feb. 19, 2016. The expansion provides hunting 
opportunities in 88 Wildlife Management Units and 
includes the participation of non-resident hunters 
effective May 1. 
 
This return of a lost opportunity serves as a reminder 
that things that are easily lost are not always easily 
returned. 
 
The provincial government, amid pressure and 
propaganda from animal rights activists, originally 
canceled the Spring Bear Hunt in 1999. A three-year 
court battle ensued and the OFAH was the only group 
left defending the rights of black bear hunters across 
Ontario. 
 
For 17 years the fight continued to have the hunt 
reinstated and no one worked harder in that timeframe 
to bring back the Spring Bear Hunt than the OFAH. 
Years of advocacy on this file resulted in the 
introduction of a pilot project two years ago and the 
five-year expansion of the pilot, which was initially 
announced in the fall of 2015 and finalized last week. 
 
While the expansion of the Spring Bear Hunt pilot 
project is a huge step in the right direction, the OFAH 
will always push for sustainable bear management to 
include a spring hunt. 
 
“We’re pleased that Minister of Natural Resources 
and Forestry Bill Mauro and the provincial 
government have recognized the value of a Spring 
Bear Hunt in Ontario by expanding the pilot project 
for another five years,” says OFAH Executive 
Director Angelo Lombardo. “The OFAH remains 
committed to ensuring that Ontario always has spring 
bear hunting.” 
 



Baiting regulations announced as part of the 
expansion will apply to both the spring and fall 
seasons and will be set by distance. Bait cannot be 
placed within 500 metres of a residence unless written 
permission from the owner is obtained, while bait 
cannot be placed within 500 metres of a public 
building. Additionally, bait cannot be placed within 
200 metres of a right of way for public vehicle traffic 
or a marked recreational trail.  
 
“We will monitor the impact of those restrictions to 
ensure that they are having the desired effect without 
unnecessarily limiting bear hunting opportunities,” 
says OFAH Senior Wildlife Biologist Mark Ryckman. 
“We will also do our part to educate and inform 
hunters on these regulations.” 
 
The Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters is 
Ontario’s largest, non-profit, fish and wildlife 
conservation-based organization, representing 100,000 
members, subscribers and supporters and 725 member 
clubs. For more information visit 
www.ofah.org/springbearhunt and follow us on 
Facebook (ofah.org/facebook) 
 
2. The annual Toronto Sportsmen's Show has moved 
to the International Center. The dates are March 16-20 
2016. 
  
3. The next zone H OFAH quarterly meeting will be 
hosted by the Dufferin Peel Hunters and Anglers. It is 
at 10 am on April 10, 2016 at their clubhouse near 
Orangeville. 
  
4. The annual OFAH meeting is in Mississauga again 
this year on March 18 and 19, 2016. I will attend on 
your behalf. 
 5. OFAH Zone exec members report the top folks at 
Cape Croker rejected the OFAH proposal to launch an 
OFAH supervised/sponsored 6-
thousand dollar archery program for 
grade school students at the Cape 
school.Teachers had earlier welcomed 
the program similar to ones now 
launched in Walkerton. But the 
moment the chiefs heard that OFAH 
was involved they said NO WAY.  
Stu Paterson – OFAH liason for 
BPSA   
 
Property –Ron Snelling 
The east ceiling fan is not working. During the 
cleanup someone with electrical experience might be 
able to relocate the west fan and then use the latter 
power source to connect the new modern projection 
equipment. 

 Rankin Resource Group- Larry Isbester- n/r  
 Scheduling: Ron Snelling-   
Events are on the board and in the bulletins.     
 
Special Events: Dates for special events in 2016 are:  
• Wiarton Willy Festival  Jerry and Marj Beaver , 

Wayne and Annette Musselman  
• Family Day Holiday- Don Elliott – February 15 - 

12 - 2 pm. I crashed and was unable to attend, but 
a special thank you to Marj Beaver who picked up 
the hotdogs and buns, Jim for following up on the 
activities, Ray for the hatchery tours, Paul and 
Donna for the archery demonstrations, the hand 
gun safety activities, and all other members who 
helped make the day a success. The children 
fishing pole winners were Ben Standish, who sent 
us a fantastic hand written appreciation letter. 
 
 

• Awards Presentation and Potluck Dinner-Don 
Elliott Saturday March 19 5:30 Pm.                                                                                                                        

• Fish Derby – Jack Seatter May 13- 15,   
• Fish Fry – Ken and Jenny Barrett May 15, 2:00-

4:00pm.       
• Kids Fishing Day- Saturday July 2, 2015 9am –

noon 
• Beef and Pork BBQ- Murray Garniss and Dennis 

Morrison- Sunday July 10- 4-6:30 pm. Adults $15 
Children 12 and under $7.            

• Community Living-Fishing on the Pond – 
Sunday September 18th 2-7pm.  

• Potluck Dinner – Saturday November 19. Social 
time from 5pm with dinner at 6:00pm. 
 

Wildlife and Conservation Programs: Al Hunter  
The OFAH Mark Ryckman issued a MEDIA 
RELEASE confirming that the Province of Ontario 
has expanded the Spring Bear Hunt pilot project by 
another 5 years. Bear hunting opportunities to 88 
WMUs will be available May 1st including non 
resident hunters. The OFAH are pleased that the 
MNRF Bill Mauro and the provincial government 
recognized the value of a spring bear hunt. Additional 
details can be garnered from 
www.ofah.org/springbearhunt or on Facebook 
(ofah.org/facebook) or Twitter(@ofah) 
 
Awards:  Don Elliott-   
Entry forms are available on the wooden tray in the 
club house. 2015 winners are first entry followed by 
other entries: 
       Category                     Names 
Rainbow Trout                   Jerry Beaver 10.5 lbs 
Lake Trout                         James McKane 2.75 lbs 



Chinook Salmon                 Larry Parker 17.49 lbs, 
                                            Carl Schroeder 16.67 lbs 
Walleye                               Bill Nafziger 10 lbs 
White Tail Deer Antlers      Bill Nafziger 132 4/8, 
Kelly Lang 126 7/8, Ray Marklevitz 110 5/8,  
Wayne Musselman 99 6/8  
                                                                     
Old Business 
• Jerry provided a summary of the one page report 

on 20 BPSA members fishing experience for 
2015 in Colpoy’s Bay. He also gave the attending 
MNRF personnel a copy of the report. Detail can 
be received by contacting Jerry: however, some 
of the pertinent details are:205 fish caught, hours 
spent fishing 1210.3 or 1 fish caught for every 
5.9 hours spent fishing 
Reasons for poor turnout numbers and any 
inaccuracies 
1. Fishermen were too embarrassed to give out 

their poor results 
2. Lack of fish-regular fishermen just don’t go 

out anymore 
3. Word of mouth- guys, are talking about where 

they caught fish and the next day they had 
followers 

4. Fishermen are disappointed & discouraged 
when seeing & hearing about native nets 

5. A lot of fish caught were released due to small 
size but still recorded on the survey (mainly 
Lakers) 

6.  A lot of the fish caught had clipped fins and 
were not noted by fishermen and not 
recorded. 

7. Most fishermen on this survey did not target 
Lake Trout and are not keeping them 

• Just a reminder that if you see commercial 
fishermen setting nets in the Bay that contravene 
the Commercial Fishing Agreement; they should 
be documented to the MNRF via the TIPS line. 

• Ian MacGregor had the outboard motor for the in 
house draw inspected.  Gary said the motor is in 
great condition triple” A”. Tickets are available 
from Ian 519-534-0587 at the regular monthly 
meetings, club events and from members of the 
Ways and Means group. It would be great if we 
could generate $4 or $5 thous. The winning 
tickets will be drawn at the May meeting.         

 
New Business: 
• Volunteers are needed for a club house cleanup 

on Saturday March 19th at 9am 
• Jim is reviewing the purchase and installation of 

state of the art presentation equipment. He should 
have some price detail for the March meeting. 

• A discussion was started on a new road sign the 
club. 

  
The next BPSA meeting will be Thursday March 31st 
at 7:30 pm.  
 
Winners of Draw Prizes                                           
      Glass                             Forbes Symon                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
      Lures and Baits            Henry White       
      Jam                               Bruce Mallard                                                                                                                                                                                                       
      Gloves                           Paul Harris, Frank Hutter 
      Bird seed & feeder        Paul Maginnis, Donna 
Maginnis,Brian Allen 
      Fish Crisp                     Many 
      Hat                                David Morton 
       W/S washer fluid         Ray Marklevitz 
 
 A motion by David Morton to adjourn carried, ending 
the February 2016 meeting at 11:15 pm.  
 
President’s Message 
  The BPSA monthly meeting hosted 4 MNRF members 
who shared statistics and info on the fishery. 
Some general information on the governance council 
and compliance of the current fishing agreement . 
  Members asked questions and made comments to 
make for a lively conversation. Thanks to our guests 
for sharing their expertise. 
  Club members are reminded to come out 0900 
March 19 to Club to help do a general clean-up. 
 Then on the evening of March 19 we have our potluck 
social where the awards will be handed out. 
  So mark your calendars for March 19. The clean-up 
will deal with trophies, hang plaques, and closets. 
  Some improvements to club are in the works in 
months ahead. Suggestions for improvements are 
requested.  
  We have a discussion with the town on property 
taxes scheduled for this month.  We hope we can 
achieve a positive outcome 
on this matter.  Please offer your help with: floor 
sanding, signage, closets, and storage. 
  Thanks to all our volunteers who continue to keep 
the club running. I am looking for a member who will 
assist in preparing coffee, and getting wood stove 
going before our meetings.  We are grateful for 
someone who turned the electric heat on for our 
monthly meeting to provide a warm building for our 
club meeting. 
  We are going to continue to pursue conservation 
projects and we encourage members to fill in the 
projects forms. 

Happy Spring 
Jim Martell 

 
 


